
W ith the months of September 
and October saluting National 

Hispanic Heritage Month, the Greater 
Huntington Park Area Chamber of 
Commerce was proud to present the 
26th Annual “Sabor De Mexico Lindo 
Downtown Festival.”            The event 
was a salute to the State of Jalisco, 
Mexico.  
    In the early part of September, Exec-
utive Officers of the Chamber and City 
Mayor Jhonny Pineda met in person 
with various representatives of the 
Tlaquepaque Chamber of Commerce, 
artisans of Tonala and Tlajomulco in 
Jalisco, Mexico.  During their visit, the 
formal invitation was made to each of 

the representatives to be a part of the  
Huntington Park downtown tradition—
”Sabor De Mexico Lindo Downtown 
Festival,” for the weekend of October 
5, 6 and 7, 2018.   
     Mayor Jhonny Pineda and the 
Chamber Executive Officers also met 
with the Mayor of Yahualica, Jalisco. It 
was a celebration of the two Mayors 
from the different municipalities as Ya-
hualica is an official Sister City of 
Huntington Park that was established in 
the year 1981.    
    The social meeting was planned by 
the Chamber Event’s Chairman—
Vicente Ortiz of Don Chente’s Bar and 
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SABOR DE MEXICO LINDO FESTIVAL SALUTED STATE 
OF JALISCO, MEXICO 

The 26th Annual HP Street Festival attracted a record number of crowds, and welcomed special guests and 
artisans from Jalisco, Mexico—Tlaquepaque, Tonala, Yahualica and Tlajomulco  

KEEPING HUNTINGTON PARK INFORMED 

T he Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to introduce the newest addition of     
service to the businesses, residents, shoppers and visitors of the city of Huntington Park—The Magnate 

Newspaper.  The new edition newspaper is designed to inform the community of the various activities    pre-
sented by the Chamber of Commerce, City, businesses and non-profit organizations.   
    In addition, the newspaper will be a direct connection between our local Chamber members, and businesses 
on the services they provide on a daily basis to the residents." The Chamber of Commerce recognizes the im-

portance in connecting the local businesses with the residents of Huntington Park.  “We want our residents to learn more of the services 
that our local businesses provide, and at the same promote the Shop Local model,” said Executive Director/CEO Leticia Martinez.  
     The Chamber of Commerce has been in existence for over 110 years, and has provided quality services and assistance to small and large 
businesses.  Together with the government, the Chamber of Commerce’s mission is to promote the economic development in the           
community. 
     Every household in the city of Huntington Park will receive the bi-monthly newspaper that will also include information on local        
legislation or issues that can improve or affect our local city.  Plus County, State and Federal initiatives that will assist the registered voters 
to make informative decisions during election time. 

The Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of  Commerce still enjoys the top spot 
among other organizations in keeping the businesses and residents connected. 

  City, Chamber and Community  
   Members welcome Smart and  Final. 
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One of the main highlights of the “Sabor De Mexico 
Lindo” Festival was the specially designed Welcome to 
Jalisco Pavilion sponsored by Don Chente’s Bar and Grill. 



PUBLISHERS’ NOTE 

      As the year 2018 comes to an 
end, the Greater Huntington Park 
Area Chamber of Commerce was 
proud to present many events that 
united and highly publicized the 
city of Huntington Park and its 
businesses.  
    With the addition of service to 
our organization, The Magnate 
Newspaper, the Chamber of 
Commerce is committed to keep-
ing the unity between the busi-
nesses and residents.   
    The newspaper will be a ser-
vice that will provide insight to 
activities and matters within the 
city, southeast area, county, state 
and federal. 
    Sometimes we can assist and 
give advice, and other times we 
have to sit back and listen.  This 

newspaper will allow our organi-
zation to do both.  
   We’re thankful to legislators, 
economic gurus, city officials, 
department  heads that are willing 
to lend us their time and advice 
for matters that affect the busi-
ness, residents, and overall com-
munity.                   
        As the Chamber of Com-
merce, we are always apprecia-
tive to learning new things that 
can in turn benefit everyone.  The 
pro active approach into 2019 is 
to publicize the details delivered 
directly to every household in the 
community.   
    Publicizing, and working with 
businesses, commercial property 
owners, and government officials  
makes it a promising 2019 year.    
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PRO ACTIVE INTO 2019 

The Huntington Park Magnate News is an official publication produced and 
designed by The Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce.  The 
citywide publication is designed to connect the residents with the area busi-
nesses and organizations in the community.  The newspaper also serves as an 
informative and promotional material with activities in the city, public safety, 
infrastructure, and legislation on the local, county, state and federal levels.  
The newspaper is publicized is bi-monthly.  For those interested in publiciz-
ing or submitting stories that would be interest to the community, feel free to 

CHAMBER OFFICES 

6725 Seville Avenue, Huntington Park, CA  90255 
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STATE MINIMUM 
WAGE PER YEAR 

     With Governor Jerry Brown passing the 
minimum wage law back in April, 2016, the 
following is a breakdown of the different 
stages of increase to meet the $15.00 mini-

     This year’s State of the City Address was held on Saturday, October 27 at 10:00 a.m. the City Hall’s 
Keller Park.  Mayor Jhonny Pineda officially addressed the members of the public on the progress, goals 
and financial status of the City of Huntington Park. 
    The one-hour program attracted nearly 100 attendees from the community that included residents,      
organizations, businesses, legislative representatives, city officials, students and public safety officials.  
The attendees were greeted with a mariachi group at the opening with the presentation of colors by the 
Huntington Park Police Department, and the pledge of allegiance lead by Vice Mayor Karina Macias. 
    Mayor Pineda’s speech included the accomplishment alongside the members of the City Council in sub-
mitting an official balanced budget.  He also reported the commitment of improving the infrastructure of 
the City, and the improvements throughout the City such as the repaving and beautifying of the downtown 
area.  Mayor Pineda also addressed the city's efforts in supporting the senior citizens and youth. 
    Pineda thanked the department heads on their efforts to be fiscally conservative on expenditures.  He 
advised that each department faced cutbacks, but were required to continue providing the same or more 

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS BY HP MAYOR 

Effective 
Date 

Employers 
with 25 or 

fewer  
employees 

Employers 
with 26 or 

more 
 employees 

Jan. 1, 2017 $10.00 $10.50 

Jan. 1, 2018 $10.50 $11.00 

Jan. 1, 2019 $11.00 $12.00 

Jan. 1, 2020 $12.00 $13.00 

Jan. 1, 2021 $13.00 $14.00 

Jan. 1, 2022 $14.00 $15.00 

Jan. 1, 2023 $15.00 $15.00 

Mayor Jhonny Pineda ready for 
his State of the City speech 

      
 
 
 
 
     

    The Greater Huntington 
Park Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize and thank the following busi-
nesses and organizations that stepped forward and joined the Chamber of Commerce:  
 

SMART AND FINAL 
SOUTHEAST WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT  

AND LEADERSHIP 
DUVAL PRODUCTIONS 

ELITE RENTALS 
CAL-SITE SERVICES 

MAXIMUS SECURITY 
DON CHENTE’S BAR AND GRILL 

 
    Why join the Chamber of Commerce?  As the leading business organization, your 
membership supports the organization’s mission, and efforts to advocate for small    

WELCOME NEW  
CHAMBER MEMBERS 
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CITY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY 
OFFICIALLY WELCOME SMART AND FINAL TO HP 

A great opening for the newest sales tax producer that issued various donation checks to the local 
Huntington Park High School and AYSO Soccer Organization.  

     In promoting the economic 
growth of the community, the 
City of Huntington Park Coun-
cil Members, Board Members 
of the Greater Huntington Park 
Chamber of Commerce official-
ly welcomed the newest busi-
ness member—Smart and Final.          
The grand opening festivity was 
held on Tuesday, September 23, 
2018 at the location that was 
formerly Mission Hospital on 
Florence Avenue.   
     Special presentations by the 
Mayor and Members of the City 
Council, and the Chamber of 
Commerce were presented to 
the representatives of Smart and 
Final. 
    Smart and Final also present-
ed two checks to the community 
in good faith of their commit-
ment to supporting organiza-
tions.  One check was presented 
to the local Huntington Park 
High School and the second 
check to the AYSO Soccer or-
ganizations.   

    The grand opening featured a 
special tour by the manager of 
Smart and Final throughout the 
new facility explaining in detail 
the various products and ser-
vices that are being provided.    
    To invite the community to 
the official grand opening, 
Smart and Final designed, print-
ed and mailed a special newslet-

ter announcing their new store 
in Huntington Park, and listing 
the various specials, plus a dis-
count for a certain amount that 
is purchased.   
    The new store manager gave 
an official welcome to everyone 
in attendance, and stated that 
the company was very pleased 
to return to Huntington Park.  

Their previous location was on 
Alameda Street off of Gage Av-
enue and Randolph Street.  The 
company was also proud to an-
nounce that they officially hired 
individuals that live within the 
city.   
    Their commitment stands to 
providing good quality jobs, 
and services to the residents of 
Huntington Park and surround-
ing communities.   
   Chamber Executive Director/
CEO Leticia Martinez had the 
pleasure of speaking to the 
owner of the Smart and Final, 
their architect and other mem-
bers of the corporation.  The 
owner expressed that when the 
property was made available, 
his business immediately took 
the opportunity of taking the 
steps to ensuring the building of 
the Store in the city of Hunting-
ton Park.  
   Present at the Grand Opening 
were also the family members 
and associates of Smart and   

METRO RAILWAY TO RUN 
THROUGH HP 
     For several years the talk for Huntington Park welcoming a 
light rail system with two stations is becoming closer to reality.  
The L.A. Metro is evaluating the line that would connect down-
town Los Angeles, Vernon, Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, South 
Gate, Downey, Bellflower, Cerritos and Artesia.    
  The project’s prospect stations are Florence Ave./Salt Lake Ave 

A special Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Smart and 
Final with Members of the City Council, Chamber of Commerce Board 

Members, Huntington Park High School and AYSO. 

(L-R)  Vice Mayor Karina Macias, Council Member Marilyn Sanabria, 
Mayor Jhonny Pineda, Store Manager Eddie Preciado with Corp. Rep and 
Council Member Graciela Ortiz presenting a Welcome Plaque to the City. 

Chamber Executive Director/CEO Leticia Martinez presenting Smart and 
Final Store Manager Eddie Preciado with a Welcome Plaque on behalf of 

the business community, and an official Chamber Member Plaque. 



Grill, a proud member of the Chamber of Com-
merce.  Mr. Ortiz was instrumental in coordinat-
ing the meetings between the two cities, and 
Chambers 

see SABOR DE MEXICO, page 4 

of Commerce for various months.  Mr. Ortiz 
advised the impact on the economic prosperity 
and partnerships on an international level that 
would benefit the small and large businesses of 
the city and southeast areas.   
    For the opening ceremonies of the event, all   
special guests of the state of Jalisco were intro-
duced and recognized on the Main Stage along-
side the members of the City Council, Chamber 
Board of Directors, and celebrities that were 
honored on that evening with the Keys to the 
City by Mayor Jhonny Pineda and Members of 
the City Council.  Special presentations and cer-
tificates were also given to the cities joining us 
from Jalisco.   
    The annual street fair featured the amusement 
rides, a free health fair, corporate exhibits, sam-
plings and displays. Special pavilions were de-
signed and built to feature the arts, foods and 
beverages of the featured state.  It was estimated 
that over 100,000 people attended the event 
who traveled from various parts of the Los An-
geles County.   
   The event is annually  presented and produced b y 
the Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce to promote the city of Huntington Park and showcase the businesses of Pacific 
Blvd.   
   With the Chamber’s media partnership the event received high profile publicity through Telemundo’s KVEA, Channel 52 and KTLA, 
Channel 5.  The television stations aired commercials inviting the public to the event.  Both television stations also held live remotes from 
the event, including KTLA featuring the event on their Sunday morning news program that is seen by millions viewers. Event advertise-
ments were publicized by the Chamber’s Proud Member El Aviso Magazine and various radio stations.  All of the media partners were pre-
sent at the event giving away promotional giveaways, and also featured several of their special guests of their network shows. 

SABOR DE MEXICO LINDO WELCOMED JALISCO REPS 
SABOR… FROM PAGE 1. 
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Various highlights that were featured at the annual “Sabor De Mexico Lindo Downtown Festival.”  

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE  
UTILITY PROGRAM IN HP 

     The Southeast Churches Services 
Center is an organization that is         
dedicated to serving the underprivi-
leged of the community.  Their mis-
sion was to provide emergency food 
assistance and an assortment of gro-
ceries that    contained dry goods, 
canned goods, fresh vegetables, and 
USDA commodities and bread to 
those in assistance. Since the year 
1983, when they were officially in-
corporated, the organization served 
hot meals on a daily basis, and ser-
viced nearly 800 individuals on a 
monthly basis.  
    As the funding for the food bank    
was reduced and became unsustain-
able, the organization had to close 
the program.  Through the efforts of 
the organization’s working relation-
ship with the Los Angeles County, 

the services center is now solely 
dedicated to assisting the low in-
come households with their utility 
bills.   The new service is the emer-
gency utility assistance program 
that is based in the city of Hunting-
ton Park. 
    For those interested or in need of 
said services, the qualifications for 
the      program consist of the indi-
vidual residing in a community 
within the southeast area—
Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, 
Maywood, South Gate, and Bell        
Gardens.  You must provide an 
identification card, two most recent 
pay stubs,  plus their electrical bill.  
In accordance to the County of Los 
Angeles’ requirements, to qualify 
those in assistance must be in a cer-
tain income bracket.   

2623 Slauson Avenue, Huntington Park, CA  90255 

(323) 583-1931 

Receive a 15% Discount with this promo.  Expires Feb. 13, 2019 



NEW HOUSING DEVELOPED FOR LOW 
INCOME FAMILIES 

    With the State and Nationwide increasing need of affordable rents, the Oldtimers Housing Develop-
ment Corporation based in Huntington Park has been one of the leading non-profit organizations of the 
Southeast area to build and provide quality housing for low income families. 
    Their latest project of a single family dwelling was recently completed in Huntington Park.  The pro-
ject that was in the works for several years is recently being presented to a new family. 
    Through the Oldtimers Housing Development Corporations’ collaboration with the city of Huntington 
Park and other cities, alongside the Federal’s Housing Urban and Development funds, the organization 
has built over 50 quality homes within the Southeast and other areas. 
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HP HOLIDAY PARADE TO STEP OFF ON DEC. 8 AT 6PM 
     Maintaining the long-time community tradition, the City of Huntington Park will present the 68th Annual “Huntington Park Holiday   
Parade” on Saturday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m. along Pacific Blvd., between Slauson Avenue to Florence Avenue.  Formerly known as the 
“Fabulous Holiday—Christmas Lane Parade” has been a presentation to kickoff the holiday shopping season for the downtown businesses 
and throughout the city by the Chamber of Commerce for many years.   
    The two-time national award-winner of the coveted “Film Advisory Board’s Award of Excellence” (FAB) and one of the oldest and    
prominently established televised-parades of Southern California, will feature marching bands, floats, equestrian units, horse drawn car-
riages, specialty and various groups of the community including the jolly old man himself, Santa Claus.   The parade will start at Randolph 
Street and travel south on Pacific Blvd. and then turn west on Florence Avenue. 
     Video filming will be made on that day for the Parade to later air on television on KABC, Channel 7 on Saturday, December 22, 2018. 

SANTA CLAUS ARRIVES TO 
PACIFIC ON DEC.15 

     Santa Claus returns to downtown Huntington Park for the Chamber 
of Commerce’s 42nd Annual “Arrival of Santa Claus” and Toy Givea-
way to benefit the less-fortunate families on Saturday, December 15 at 
8:30 a.m. at The Park Theatre, 6504 Pacific Blvd.  Making his way to 
the downtown area, Santa Claus will arrive via a fire truck by the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department.   
   The children of the area between the ages of one to ten years will be 
hosted to a free movie “Arnold’s Christmas” by the theatre, pictures 
with Santa Claus, candy and free toys.  Children are asked to line-up 
in front of the theatre and receive a wristband for entry to the Theatre 
and free gift after the movie. 
   At the conclusion of the program, parents are encouraged to do their 
holiday-shopping along the downtown area.   
    The event is being cosponsored by the Huntington Park Kiwanis 
Club, Brabant Realty & Management, Bagues, Guerra and Cunning-

CHAMBER MIXER WITH  
POSADA THEME DEC.13 

     Businesses and organizations of the area will be hosted to 
the Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
40th Anniversary “Holiday—Christmas Mixer” with a     
special theme saluting the “Posadas”.   
     Every year, the Chamber of Commerce unites the busi-
nesses and community organizations with the Holiday    
Mixer hosted with food, beverages, live entertainment and a 
silent auction.  This year, the Chamber added the theme of 
the posadas, including Christmas carolers, a Star Pinata 
filled with candy, and a bag filled with      special treats to 
be given to each person in attendance. 
     The festivity will be presented on Thursday, December 
13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. and hosted at Don Chente’s Bar and 
Grill located at 2144 Florence Ave., Walnut Park, CA. 
     Business and organization representatives are requested 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

GREEN PASTURES COMING TO ELECTRICAL TOWERS 
    Through a community collaboration of residents with the City of 
Huntington Park’s Parks and Recreation Department, the electrical 
towers along the areas of Florence Ave. to Santa Ana Street are in 
the works of being improved.  
     Owned by the City of Los Angeles’ Water and Power, the City 
of Huntington Park applied for a grant that will help improve the 
image of the underserved areas.   
    Community meetings have been held for the past year at the 
Parks and Recreation Center that included residents and organiza-
tions to discuss ideas of development for the pathways.   
     A grant was awarded in the amount of $4.7 million to transform 
the LA’s Water and Power properties into recreational green spac-



For Information to Publicize Your Business on this Newspaper, please contact The Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce 
at (323) 585-1155 or feel free to stop by and visit with the Staff at 6725 Seville Avenue, Huntington Park, CA  90255. 


